THE PRINTED BOOKS

and he found this impossible. He left it to his Executors to offer it
to the Museum at a price to be decided by his widow after his death
in May 1937. Mrs. Wise displayed great public spirit, and accepted
a sum which she was unwilling to make public, but which was not
half of what might perhaps have been obtained.

A room off the King's Library has been prepared to take the Ashley
Library. Titles will in due course be incorporated into the General
Catalogue; meanwhile a copy of the latest edition of Wise's own
catalogue has been press-marked for use.

It has been remarked in criticism of the purchase that such a
collection must to a considerable extent duplicate copies already in
sthe Museum. Undoubtedly it does; yet the Ashley duplicates will be
of the greatest service. Early publications of writers who subsequently
became famous are generally printed in small editions. At first the
Museum's copyright copies of the more modern of these are neglected.
Then the writer attracts attention, and, though still not regarded as
important enough to be placed in reserve cases, they are worn by
much use in the Reading Room and are rebound. By the time of the
author's centenary they are unworthy of being exhibited. For this
purpose fine reserve duplicates are of value. Moreover, Wise's copies
are in original condition, in which details of make-up, cancels and
the like, can be examined; and this is especially true of his middle
period, about 1800, books of which are rarely found in mint con-
dition, but are generally bound in calf and cut down.

The Ashley Library: a catalogue of printed books> manuscripts and autograph

letters* collected by Thomas James Wise,   n vols.   1922-36.
The main alphabet ends in vol. viii, and the main index occupies vol. ix,
vols. x and xi being supplementary.
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